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Dear Brothers and Ladies, 
 
Welcome to the July Newsletter. I trust this finds you well and still optimistic in spite of the latest 
setback to reopening. 
 
Our July Circle Meeting was to be our first back at the Golf Club since lockdowns began but 
unfortunately re-opening is yet again postponed and this Meeting will now be held virtually via 
Zoom. The delay in reopening, allegedly now 19th July, has effected our planned social programme, 
set out in the last Newsletter, which has been altered to suit and is outlined below.  
 
The next meeting will be the 1047th Meeting of the Circle which will be held on-line via Zoom on 
Tuesday 6th July 2021, starting at 7.30pm.  The Meeting will be followed by a 15 minute talk by 
Richard Gardner on “Adventures down South”.  
 
Visiting Brothers wishing to join our Meeting should contact the Secretary, John Hughes, for the 
Zoom link. Contact details are at the end of the newsletter as is the Agenda for the Meeting.  
 
 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Birthday greetings to David Welsh, Colin McDonald, Tony Tunstall, Peter Hill, Elizabeth 
Noronha, Tina Fisher and Teresa D’Ancona, who have birthdays in July.  
 
Wedding Anniversary congratulations to George and Margaret Reid, Cecil and Teresa D’Ancona 
and Mike and Janet Robins. 
 
 
WELFARE 
 
We pray for all our Circle and families and especially John and Eileen Loader, Aries and Bunny 
Carvahlo, Ian Robertson, Peter and Elinor Scully and Roy Owen who are on our prayer list.  
 
 
MARJORY REX RIP 
 
The funeral service of Marjory Rex took place on Friday 25th June at St Joan of Arc, Farnham.  
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Marjory who died on 1st June was 90 and a long time visitor to events and ladies evenings at West 
Surrey. She was a very outgoing and ebullient lady, very active in her Parish for over 60 years as 
well as many other organisations including the Catenians as mentioned by Fr Niven in his eulogy. 
The funeral service was a sad but also joyful occasion in remembrance of a life well lived. She 
leaves behind a large extended family who were able to attend as well as some parishioners and 
two West Surrey brothers, all to pay their last respects. We remember Marjory and her family in our 
prayers. 
 
 
SOCIAL PROGRAMME 

Tony Fisher has been considering how we may salvage some of our social calendar, particularly 
the events we had planned to hold in July. Continuing to delay events due to Coronavirus guidance 
potentially means that we cannot fit everything into the calendar in the short term. 

Therefore, it is proposed that the President’s Mass and lunch afterwards will be moved to the 
weekend that had previously been planned for the BBQ; the BBQ will be cancelled. As before, the 
President’s Mass will be held at St Mary’s Church in Alton with lunch afterwards at Christopher and 
Ann’s house; lunch may well be a BBQ so in a sense we are combining the two events. 

For clarity, the programme now becomes:  

• President’s Mass – was planned for 4th July now rescheduled – see below. 

• Mill at Sonning – Was going ahead but now postponed again; Further information has been 
sent in a separate email to those people booked on this trip. 

• Past President’s Dinner – was planned for the 17th July is now postponed and will be 
rescheduled once restrictions are released. 

·         Circle Meeting – It is hoped that the first post pandemic face to face (hybrid) meeting 
at the Golf Club will be held on 3rd August, however this cannot be confirmed until the 
Government relaxes the restrictions. 

·         BBQ – Cancelled (was planned for Saturday 21st August) – President’s Mass now on 
this weekend. 

·         President’s Mass - Sunday 22nd August: 11am Mass at St Mary’s Church Alton 
followed by coffee in the church hall, then lunch hosted by Christopher and Ann at their 
home in Isington near Bentley. There is no charge for this event as Christopher and Ann will 
be providing the food and drink, but donations to the President’s charity will be accepted and 
be most welcome. 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S CHARITY UPDATE 
 
At our June Meeting Dr Evona Rebelo,  Director Catholic Schools, Western Cape, SA, gave an 
illuminating talk followed by a detailed question and answer session to the Circle on the situation 
regarding Mary Help of Christians School, Paarl, SA which is President Christopher Lowther’s 
chosen charity.  
 
Following the talk in which Evona outlined a number of options for the use of the President’s Charity 
funds she wrote to Christopher on the 18th June and her letter and his reply are as follows: 
 

Good morning Christopher 



We had a very fruitful day at Mary Help of Christians yesterday. The Archdiocesan Vicar for 
Property as well the Parish Priests were in attendance. We are putting together a long-term 
Maintenance plan.  The Archdiocese will assist us with the big infrastructure projects. 

We would like to start with the upgrade of three classrooms and have chosen the contractor.  His 
quote is attached.  I realise that it is slightly more than you have available.  We shall make a plan to 
fund the deficit. 

Thank you for giving us this opportunity.  The staff are elated.  I shall send you the 'before and after 
pics.' I will keep you abreast of the 'Bigger Picture' planning as well. 

May God richly bless you, Anne and the Circle for taking this special interest in Mary Help of 
Christians.   

With heartfelt appreciation, 

Evona 

 

Dear Evona,  

What wonderful news - you have been very busy! It is great to hear that you now have a plan for the 
school which will be supported by the Archdiocese.  

I have great pleasure in telling you that our Treasurer has this day transferred the sum of £4,901 to 
the school's account which equates to 92845 ZAR at the present exchange rate. This is only a 
little short of what you need to refurbish the 3 classrooms but hopefully you will be able to fund the 
balance from elsewhere. The bank transfer details are attached.  

Although we will continue to raise funds for the school during the present year it is unlikely that we 
will be able to raise enough to cover another 3 classrooms but I am sure you will initiate a plan to 
raise funds to refurbish all the classrooms in due course.  

I look forward to hearing more details about the progress of the refurbishment. 

On another subject I see that Sharron Morton, headteacher at Binsted Village  CofE Primary School 
has been in touch with a view to setting up a twinning programme with Mary help of 
Christians  school. I do hope the school takes up this exciting offer and I wish it every success! 

Kindest regards and best wishes and blessings to all at Mary Help of Christians. 

 

Christopher gives his heartfelt thanks to the Circle and the wider Catenian family for their generous 
donations to this very worthwhile cause and we look forward to seeing the progress and finished 
work at the School. 

 
PROVINCE and ASSOCIATION 

 
For information on what is happening around Province see http://www.province11.com/ 
 
 
WEST SURREY WEBSITE 
 

http://www.province11.com/


Again, a reminder that the West Surrey website has up to date information and advice so please 
look in regularly at www.westsurreycatenians.org  
 
 
Sincerely and fraternally 
 
John 
West Surrey Circle Secretary   
 
 johnvhughes@yahoo.co.uk    
 
  
 
Contact details for West Surrey Circle and the next Meeting agenda: 
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President Christopher 
Lowther 

Rowbrook, Isington Road, Isington, Alton, GU34 4PP 01420 22994 

Vice President Tony Fisher 195 London Road, Holly House Alton GU34 4EY 01420 544615 

Secretary John Hughes 67 Salisbury Road, Farnborough, Hants GU14 7AG 
johnvhughes@yahoo.co.uk   Mob: 07768 258688 

01252 691650 

Treasurer John Power Cherry Hill, 14 Avenue Road, Farnborough, GU14 7BW 
johnfrancispower@gmail.com 

01252 546888 

Welfare Paul Sudell  Fernhill Cottage, Fernhill Lane, Hawley, Camberley  
Surrey GU17 9HE 

01276 31850 

Membership Walter Noronha 46 Avenue Road, Farnborough, GU14 7BH 01252 519654 

Dining 
Secretary 

Shane Leslie 14 Caves Farm Close, Sandhurst, GU47 8EA 01252 872528 

Chairman, 
Benevolent 
Fund 

Peter Attridge 18 Newfield Avenue, Farnborough GU14 9PQ 
peter.attridge@ntlworld.com 

01252 655653 

 
 
 

Tuesday 6th July 2021 the 1047th MEETING of WEST SURREY CIRCLE 

 
AGENDA 
 

• Opening of Circle  

• Prayers 

• Welcome to Visitors. 

• Apologies for absence. 

• Minutes and Matters Arising 

• Notified Visits & Correspondence 

• Officers Reports. 
 

 Membership  
   Province  

Finance 
Charity Giving 
Welfare 
Council 
Social 
President’s Report 
  

• AOB 

• Circle closure and Loyal Toast 
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