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Dear Brothers and Ladies, 
 
Welcome to the June Newsletter.  
 
June 21st starts the end of limits on numbers for social gatherings and on that premise our VP Tony 
Fisher has compiled a full social programme which is included later. Let us hope that nothing derails 
the reopening. Also in this issue we enclose an item from our President Christopher Lowther about 
his Charity, Mary Help of Christians School, Paarl SA. It includes an update to Christopher from 
Evona Rebelo, Director Catholic Schools and Administrator at the School on the current situation 
which is still parlous. Following this Christopher has invited Evona to our Circle Meeting and she 
has agreed to attend next week to enable Brothers to get a personal update from her and answer 
any questions. 
 
The next meeting will be the 1046th Meeting of the Circle which will be held on-line via Zoom on 
Tuesday 1st June 2021, starting at 7.15pm.  It starts at 7.15pm as it is preceded by our AGM 
postponed from last Month. Officers’ Reports for the AGM will be circulated prior to the 
Meeting. The Circle Meeting starts at 7.30pm. 
 
Visiting Brothers wishing to join our Meeting should contact the Secretary, John Hughes, for the 
Zoom link. Contact details are at the end of the newsletter as is the Agenda for the Meeting.  
 
 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Birthday greetings to Roy Owen, George Reid, Stephen Mather, Paul Sudell, Jim Manderson, 
Richard Gardner, Tony Calway, Noreen Murphy and Ann Robertson who have birthdays in June.  
 
Wedding anniversary congratulations to Stephen and Ann-Marie Mather and Peter and Beryl Hill. 
 
 
WELFARE 
 
We pray for all our Circle and families and especially John and Eileen Loader, Aries and Bunny 
Carvahlo, Ian Robertson and Peter and Elinor Scully and Marjorie Rex. We also include Roy Owen 
on our prayer list.  
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Roy was found to be suffering from anaemia and was admitted to Frimley Park Hospital where he 
has been for the last several days. Along with the anaemia he is having a new pacemaker fitted. 
Given his generally frail medical condition it has been decided that he needs nursing home care. In 
discussion with Roy the family have arranged for him to be transferred to Farnham Mill Nursing 
Home which is the same home where John and Eileen Loader are. 
 
Once he gets to the nursing home he will be in quarantine for seven days and even after that any 
visiting slots will be taken up by the family. In reality, therefore, it could be after 21 June before it will 
be possible to visit Roy – assuming the current plan for the removal of all restrictions actually 
happens on that date. 
 
The move from his home to a nursing home will be a difficult one for Roy who is fiercely 
independent. So we must all keep him in our prayers. 
 
 
 
SOCIAL PROGRAMME 
 
In the hope that easing of the lockdown will continue on schedule, our plans for future social events 
are now starting to take shape. All of the events below do of course depend on the end to limits on 
numbers for social gatherings currently scheduled for 21st June. Fingers crossed - July is going to 
be a busy month! - 

• Sunday 4th July at 11am, brother Christopher is planning to hold the President’s Mass at St. 
Mary’s Parish Church in Alton. After Mass, there may be opportunity for coffee in the Church 
Hall before lunch at Chris and Ann’s house. 

• 6th July we plan to hold our first post-pandemic face to face Circle meeting at the golf club. 
We are investigating the feasibility of hybrid meetings for brothers who cannot attend in 
person, to attend virtually on Zoom. Some early exploratory work has been carried out by 
Jim Manderson and Tony Fisher, to look at the capability of the network at the Golf Club to 
support Zoom. Next steps will be discussed at the Council meeting later this month. 

• Saturday 10th July there is our re-scheduled trip to the Mill at Sonning theatre. We have 18 
people booked to come along on this trip. Tony Fisher sent an email a couple of weeks ago 
to all those booked on this trip setting out the arrangements for the visit so please let him 
know if you have any questions or you haven’t seen the email in your inbox! 

• Saturday 17th July we are planning to belatedly hold the Past President’s Dinner. This of 
course has been delayed because of the impact of the pandemic. It will be held in the 
Connaught Room at the Golf Club which gives access to a large balcony - very pleasant on 
a warm summer’s evening. 

• Saturday 21st August we are planning to hold our annual BBQ; this year it is being held in 
the Parish Hall and garden at St. Swithen’s Church in Yateley. A big thank you to Brother 
Paul Sudell who is our point of contact at this parish and who has kindly made the 
arrangements with the priest and parish office. We will be planning this in further detail over 
the coming weeks and would appreciate any offers of help from brothers and wives to make 
this a great day. So please drop Tony Fisher a note if you would like to be involved in the 
organisation. 

• Tuesday 7th September there will be a ladies night at the Golf club. 

• During September or October, Brother President Christopher has kindly offered to arrange a 
trip and guided tour of the Submarine Museum in Gosport followed by lunch at a local 
hostelry afterwards, no details on the precise date at this stage. 



• 1st – 4th October the Jersey weekend takes place and Brother President Christopher, Walter 
Noronha, David Welsh and Tony Fisher together with their wives are planning to go. It looks 
like it’s going to be a great weekend at a lovely hotel, with trips, fine food and great 
company. So, if anyone else would like to come along, please take a look again at the email 
Tony sent out a few weeks ago with the details and let him know as soon as possible as 
accommodation will soon get booked-up. 

• During the autumn we are hoping to have a Circle skittles night and a visit to an Isle of Wight 
Circle meeting. There are no details at the moment for these events but Tony will keep 
everyone posted once there is more information. 

• Tuesday 2nd November, we have our Mass for deceased brothers at the Golf Club. As usual 
widows will be invited. This will also be a ladies night. 

• Saturday 4th December, we will be having our Christmas Lunch. We will be inviting brothers 
from Fleet and Ascot and Sunningdale Circles to come along. We are planning 
entertainment but more details closer to the time! 

• Finally – the one event that is not subject to Government restrictions is the Zoom Coffee 
Shop. This will continue as normal every Monday at 11am for those that wish to come along. 

 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S CHARITY UPDATE 
 
The following is a message from Evona Rebelo,  Director Catholic Schools, to Christopher Lowther 
dated 24th May. 

 
Dear Mr Lowther 
  
Greetings to you on the Feast Day of our Lady Help of Christian. 
  
The children enjoyed a special treat today to celebrate the 58th birthday of the school. They were 
each given a juice and a sticky bun. We began the day with a procession to the shrine and a prayer 
service in honour of Our Blessed Mother. 
  
We are in the throes of the ‘third wave’ in South Africa but, thank goodness, Paarl does not seem to 
be too negatively impacted.  The December-January period was very difficult with a number of staff 
members and families affected.  Sadly, we lost a staff member to COVID. We continue to be vigilant 
and are operating at 50% capacity. Unlike more privileged schools we do not have the space to 
accommodate all the children and adhere to the social distancing protocols. We operate with a ‘one 
week on’  - ‘one week off’ model.  The teachers send the children resource packages for their 
‘week-off’. The children love been at school and our absenteeism rates, amongst staff and children 
are very low. 
  
School fee collection has been challenging as a number of our families have been retrenched or 
taken salary cuts. We have, however, appointed a finance administrator who is going to apply a 
more rigorous approach to fee collection. We are also undertaking a number of fundraising 
initiatives which are bearing fruit. 
  
In terms of a long-term strategy, the following has been identified: 

1. E-learning drive to bring the school into the 21st century. We are providing wi-fi throughout 
the school in a phased approach.  We would like to secure a bank of ipads for use in the 
classrooms. The balance £3,300 from your fundraising efforts last year would enable us to 
purchase Smart TVs or data-projectors for a number of classrooms.  I shall furnish you with 
quotations, should you deem this a worthy cause.   

2. Painting of school and refurbishment of classrooms.  
3. Undercover shelter for the children to wait in the mornings and afternoons 
4. Sports Equipment 



  
In terms of pastoral care for the learners, our priorities are: 

1. Food parcels for needy families 
2. Sandwiches for children who do not have lunch 
3. Winter tracksuits for children who do not the means to purchase them 
4. Transport money for children who are missing school due to financial hardship 

  
Thank you, Mr Lowther, to you and your circle brothers, for the support that you have given our 
school.  We are indeed blessed by your interest and generosity. You are making a difference in the 
lives of children thousands of miles away. We are most appreciative. 
  
Please do not hesitate to call upon me should you require further information. 
  
May God richly bless us all. 
Evona (Administrator of Mary Help of Christians) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PROVINCE and ASSOCIATION 

 
For information on what is happening around Province see http://www.province11.com/ 
 
 
WEST SURREY WEBSITE 
 
Again, a reminder that the West Surrey website has up to date information and advice so please 
look in regularly at www.westsurreycatenians.org  
 
 
Sincerely and fraternally 
 
John 
West Surrey Circle Secretary   
 
 johnvhughes@yahoo.co.uk    
 
  
 
 
 
 
Contact details for West Surrey Circle and the next Meeting agenda follow: 
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President Christopher 
Lowther 

Rowbrook, Isington Road, Isington, Alton, GU34 4PP 01420 22994 

Vice President Tony Fisher 195 London Road Holly House Alton GU34 4EY 01420 544615 

Secretary John Hughes 67 Salisbury Road, Farnborough, Hants GU14 7AG 
johnvhughes@yahoo.co.uk   Mob: 07768 258688 

01252 691650 

Treasurer John Power Cherry Hill, 14 Avenue Road, Farnborough, GU14 7BW 
johnfrancispower@gmail.com 

01252 546888 

Welfare Paul Sudell  Fernhill Cottage, Fernhill Lane, Hawley, Camberley  
Surrey GU17 9HE 

01276 31850 

Membership Walter Noronha 46 Avenue Road, Farnborough, GU14 7BH 01252 519654 

Dining 
Secretary 

Shane Leslie 14 Caves Farm Close, Sandhurst, GU47 8EA 01252 872528 

Chairman, 
Benevolent 
Fund 

Peter Attridge 18 Newfield Avenue, Farnborough GU14 9PQ 
peter.attridge@ntlworld.com 

01252 655653 

 
 
 

Tuesday 1st June 2021 the 1046th MEETING of WEST SURREY CIRCLE 

 
AGENDA 
 

• Opening of Circle  

• Prayers 

• Welcome to Visitors. 

• Apologies for absence. 

• Minutes and Matters Arising 

• Notified Visits & Correspondence 

• Officers Reports. 
 

 Membership  
   Province  

Finance 
Charity Giving 
Welfare 
Council 
Social 
President’s Report 
  

• AOB 

• Circle closure and Loyal Toast 
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